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of course. He has ' ataxy ' or something of one leg and limps
and always tells any visitor that he had the misfortune to hurt
his ankle that very morning. Schwob heard this from Oscar
Wilde and didn't believe it. However when Schwob called on
Meredith, sure enough he had hurt his leg that very morning.
Schwob's enthusiasm for Meredith's last book was magnificent.
He looked ill, but he was in his best form, and speaking beautiful
English.

Mrs. Devereux had been to hear the trial of a crime passionel.
A man had cut his wife's throat with a razor from ear to ear, but,
through some fortunate movement of the woman, had only
severed the skin. " A close shave ! " said Schwob at once. I
could see he was extremely pleased with this really admirable
comment. He beamed after he had said it.

I searched after that idea for the concert chapter of " S. and
P.L/' all day with no success. I stayed late at Mrs. Devereux's,
and then read a lot afterwards, and I didn't go to bed till nearly
2. I dreamed of the chapter all night and woke up at 6.30 after
which I didn't go to sleep again. To-day, I received the " Fan-
tasia " of Chopin from Tertia. This is the clou of the chapter,
if only I can maJke it so.

Wednesday, November
I met Emile Martin by appointment at the Palais de Glace
yesterday. A large circular place : curiously ghostly effect of
the electric light on the powdery surface of the ice. This is
evidently the resort of high-class cocottes, rastas, and rich wast-
rels. Some of the women were excessively chic.
I spent another day yesterday in searching for the idea for
my next chapter, and I found it towards evening.
Thursday, December ist.
I worked yesterday.
In the evening * I/Escalade * by Maurice Donnay, at the
Renaissance. This is quite a minor piece, with insufficient
material, and what material there is, not too well arranged. It
is surprising to me how a man like Donnay could let such a
work go out of the manufactory. Guitry and Brandes were
magnificent, full of distinction ; Guitry's son had also his father's
distinction.
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